FIRST  DEVELOPMENTS   IN  AMERICA

the fact that he had answers to mental questions and
found that his own secret thoughts were revealed, and
that purposes which he had privily entertained had
been made manifest. He notes also that he had heard
the mediums use Greek, Latin, Spanish, and French,
when they were ignorant of these languages.

This drives him to the consideration of whether
these things may not be explained as the reflection of
the mind of some other living human being. These
considerations have been exhausted by every inquirer
in turn, for Spiritualists do not accept their creed in
one bound, but make the journey step by step, with
much timid testing of the path. Judge Edmonds's
epitome of his course is but that which many others
have followed. He gives the following reasons for
negativing this question of other human minds :

Facts were communicated which were unknown then,
but afterward found to be true ; like this, for instance :
when I was absent last winter in Central America, my
friends in town heard of my whereabouts and of the state
of my health seven times ; and on my return, by comparing
their information with the entries in my journal it was found
to be invariably correct. So, in my recent visit to the West
my whereabouts and my condition were told to a medium
in this city, while I was travelling on the railroad between
Cleveland and Toledo. So thoughts have been uttered
on subjects not then in my mind, and utterly at variance with
my own notions. This has often happened to me and to
others, so as fully to establish the fact that it was not ou
minds that gave birth to or affected the communication.

He then deals with the object of this marvellous
development,  and  he  points  out its overwhelming
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